The University of Maine

DigitalCommons@UMaine
Social Justice: Diversity, Equity, & Inclusion

Special Collections

9-14-1990

UM's Children's Center Stands Ready to Assist Youngsters Fleeing
Persian Gulf Crisis
Maine Perspective

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.library.umaine.edu/social_justice
Part of the Gender Equity in Education Commons, Higher Education Commons, and the United States
History Commons

Repository Citation
Maine Perspective, "UM's Children's Center Stands Ready to Assist Youngsters Fleeing Persian Gulf Crisis"
(1990). Social Justice: Diversity, Equity, & Inclusion. 705.
https://digitalcommons.library.umaine.edu/social_justice/705

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by DigitalCommons@UMaine. It has been accepted for
inclusion in Social Justice: Diversity, Equity, & Inclusion by an authorized administrator of
DigitalCommons@UMaine. For more information, please contact um.library.technical.services@maine.edu.

ON1vtK::ilLl ._v..._ ..... ~.'

•

lvo1. 2

"'

lllf. -.....-

a1ne
.
No. 7

A PUBLICATION FOR THE UN1VERS11Y OF MAINE

JJ.1Sll3/\1Nn

SEPTEMBER 14, 19901

UM's Children's Center Stands
Ready to Assist Youngsters
Fleeing Persian Gulf Crisis
The University of Maine's Children's Center has been tapped by the Maine Department of Human Services to coordinate
emergency child care services in the event
repatriated Americans fleeing Iraq in the
midst of the Persian Gulf Crisis land at
Bangor International Airport.
The Children's Center was contacted Aug.
29 by the DHS Office of Emergency Preparedness and asked to prepare a contingency plan to deal with the children of families now desperately attempting to flee Iraq
and Kuwait, according to Center Director
Gary Quimby. As a result, more than 120
volunteers - primarily child care professionals and medical personnel, including 30 UM
employees - are now on call in the event
such a flight to freedom lands at BIA
It is expected that Quimby will have a sixhour notice to mobilize the volunteer network. According to Quimby, the volunteers
will be expected to go to a yet-unspecified
emergency shelter and provide whatever
emotional and physical support they can.
Because there are so many variables. it is
difficult to determine just how extensive, or
for how long the child care services would
be required. Volunteers have been told to
expect anything - from stabilizing young
children with dysentery to providing a comforting shoulder to youngsters who have
just endured a six-to-eight-hour plane ride.
"We are anticipating these children and
their mothers will be extremely stressed,
having endured poor living conditions and
nutrition. and having lived day to day," said
Quimby. ''The children will have been six to
eight hours in flight from Germany with
emotional and physical signs of stress. They
could be with us a couple hours or have
longer layovers as arrangements are made
for flights home.

"We're telling volunteers to come and offer
a caring hand of reassurance, an anchor to
these folks," he said. "We will be there
telling (the repatriated Americans) verbally
and non-verbally that we care and we want
to help."
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Children's Center
In addition to coordinating volunteers,
Quimby and support staff have been in
contact with area businesses to secure
donations of general medical and children's supplies. including diapers and
formula. If the donations are needed,
they will be reimbursed by the federal
government: the University's contribution to the effort is in form of administrative personnel to coordinate the child
care relief effort.
"Our goal here at the Center is to provide specialized consultation to those
who need professional child care
resources," said Quimby. "And it's logical for the University to serve as a
resource for this type of operation. If the
University had not realized the importance of stable child care and provided
the personnel to administratively run
such programming, we would not have
been in a position to jump to the call.
"Between BIA being targeted as a possible destination for these flights, our
hand-to-hand working relationship with
the Department of Human Services and
our affiliation with the University, we
were obligated to say: 'Sure, we can pull
together the resources of the community
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to meet the challenge," said Quimby,
who is president of the Maine Child Care
Directors Association.
In the last decade, funding crises have
served to bring such a group of child
care providers together in a solidarity
movement. This call to action, said
Quimby, has a very different goal and
the potential to "draw polarized entities
together."
'There's a lot of excitement and enthusiasm among the volunteers," said
Quimby. "Child care staff feel recognized
because they were asked to serve a critical emergency need from their professional orientation. It also has helped
solidify the relationship between the
medical and child care communities.
'This is people reaching out to other
people. It's nice to be in a position to do
that."
The alert in the area child care community is expected to continue for several weeks, Quimby said. Volunteers need
not be professional caregivers. but people with "big hearts and gentle hands
ready to come to the front." If you would
like to be on the on-call volunteer list,
call Quimby, 581-4076.
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